Part 1
	Author

Who created the source?  What do you know about the author?  What is the author’s point of view?

	

	Place and Time

Where and when was the source produced?  How might this affect the meaning of the source?

	

	Prior Knowledge

Write down any past knowledge you have had about the topics written in this source.

	

	Audience

For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the source?
	

	Reason
Why was this source produced and how might this affect the reliability of the source? (Can you trust the writer of this article? Why or why not?)

	

	(The) Main Idea

What point is the source trying to convey?


	

	Significance

Why is the source important?  Ask yourself, “So what?” in relation to the question asked.

	


Part 2

Practice:
1. Brainstorm using a chart or a Venn diagram.

2. Thesis statement introduces subject and points you intend to make in response.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. “Point by Point” Body Paragraph 1: Use Transitions









a. (Compare) _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________. 

(Contrast) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

(Example)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

(Closing)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

4. Conclusion:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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