“The Tell-Tale Heart” Mock Trial Worksheet

A. Your Opinion:

The narrator makes no point at the beginning to prove his innocence; he’s only interested in 
proving his sanity. Discuss the many contradictions in the narrator’s “proof.” Do you think he
 is sane or insane? What might lead you to believe he is sane, and what might lead you to 
believe he is insane? How do these elements frequently contradict each other?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. A Legal Definition= not guilty by reason of insanity n. plea in court of a person charged with a crime who admits the criminal act, but whose attorney claims he/she was so mentally disturbed at the time of the crime that he/she lacked the capacity to have intended to commit a crime. Such a plea requires that the court set a trial on the issue of insanity alone either by a judge without a jury or by a jury. A finding of insanity will result in a verdict of "not guilty," but, if the condition still exists, it may result in incarceration in a mental facility for the criminally insane or confinement in a mental hospital. If the insanity no longer exists (was temporary insanity), the judge has the option to require some psychological therapy, but the treatment varies from state to state. This is not the same as insane at time of trial and thus incompetent to stand trial, which will postpone trial (in all likelihood forever) pending recovery while the defendant is confined to mental facility.
C. Student Roles:        Below check the role you have been assigned.
__1. Judge (1) = calls order to trial and states the charge, summarizing the story; instructs juries, reminding them of the legal definition of insanity and that their deliberation must be based on evidence; closes trial; requires parties to keep questions and answers relevant to the only evidence at hand, the story; and keeps the piece in court by making use everyone gets heard.

__2. Narrator (1)= is the defendant being tried; may take the stand if defense team allows; and may help give defense team ideas.

__3. Defense team [narrator will be working with this team]  (4-6)=   argues case. Team may call witnesses, perhaps including the narrator (who is on the defense team, of course) and others (i.e., police officers, expert witness, ghost of the old man) played by members of their own team. Defense asks questions and witnesses answer them using frequent quotations from the text to demonstrate that narrator was not insane at the time of the crime. Prosecution team may cross-examine witnesses. Judge requires parties to keep questions and answers relevant to the only evidence at hand, the story. 
__4.    Prosecution team (3-5) = argues case. Team may call witnesses, perhaps including the narrator (who is on the defense team, of course) and others (i.e., police officers, expert witness, ghost of the old man) played by members of their own team. Prosecutors ask questions and witnesses answer them using frequent quotations from the text to demonstrate that narrator was not insane at the time of the crime. Defense team may cross-examine witnesses. Judge requires parties to keep questions and answers relevant to the only evidence at hand, the story.
*Prosecution and defense teams should communicate to prepare cases based on their readings.

__5. Journalist (1-2)= recap the trial, summarizing key evidence entered and testimony given, to the audience of all students not in the juries and report verdict(s) and interview jury members, who must defend their decision.
__6. Jury (remaining students) = deliberate, each one trying to come to a unanimous decision internally; different juries may reach different verdicts; announce verdicts; and are interviewed by journalists afterwards. 
D. Trial Instructions:

1. Classroom is arranged as a court and students take places. Jurors may be split into several juries to avoid large groups.

2. Judge calls order to trial and states the charge, summarizing the story.

3. Defense enters plea, presumably not guilty by reason of insanity.

4. Prosecution argues case. Team may call witnesses, perhaps including the narrator (who is on the defense team, of course) and others (i.e., police officers, expert witness, ghost of the old man) played by members of their own team. Prosecutors ask questions and witnesses answer them using frequent quotations from the text to demonstrate that narrator was not insane at the time of the crime. Defense team may cross-examine witnesses. Judge requires parties to keep questions and answers relevant to the only evidence at hand, the story.

5. Defense argues case, using a similar process. Jurors are required to take notes while hearing testimony.

6. Prosecution and defense give closing arguments.

7. Judge instructs juries, reminding them of the legal definition of insanity and that their deliberation must be based on evidence.

8. Juries deliberate, each one trying to come to a unanimous decision internally; different juries may reach different verdicts.

9. While juries deliberate, journalist(s) recap the trial, summarizing key evidence entered and testimony given, to the audience of all students not in the juries. 

10. Juries announce verdicts.

11. Judge closes trial.
12. Journalist(s) report verdict(s) and interview jury members, who must defend their decision. 
Sample Graphic Organizers for Student Roles that can be recreated on a separate piece of paper:
	My Student Role:______________________

	What I need to do before the trail and what I might say?
	What I have to do during the trial and what I might say?
	What I have to do at the end of the trial and what I may say?

	
	
	

	If you are a witness or part of the defense/prosecution team, you must use quotes from the text. Which quotes are you thinking of using?




