Discussion Leaders

For the next few weeks, we will be reading works that help illustrate characterization. Everyone in class will be reading and doing activities along with these various readings. However, each group will be responsible for an assigned story that they will use to lead the class in a discussion. This discussion will take place on the Thursday before the test. 
Each discussion will have a PowerPoint presentation that will include: 
(1) Vocabulary words (at least 4 words);  









     (2) Summary of the text; 
· Somebody (identify the character) 

• Wanted (describe the character’s goal) 

• But (describe a conflict that hinders the character) 

• So (describe the resolution of the conflict) 

Remind students to focus on information that is most significant. 
(3) Cited evidence about the character and any changes that occur within the character (add page #s ); 
     (4) Discussion questions about the character and the changes that character goes through (at least 3). 
Groups decide how to present and create PowerPoint. Final grade is based on accuracy and content provided.

Schedule 

	Group
	Date of Discussion
	Story
	Class will start reading
	Page

	1
	11/7
	“Cat On The Go” by James Herriot
	11/4
	340

	2
	11/14
	“Papa’s Parrot” by Cynthia Rylant
	11/11
	436

	4
	11/14
	“The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes
	11/11
	276

	3
	11/21
	“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan
	11/18
	16

	5
	11/25
	“Amigo Brothers” by Piri Thomas
	11/22
	288

	6
	12/5
	“A Christmas Carol”- Act I by Charles Dickens
	12/2
	600

	7
	12/12
	“A Christmas Carol”- Act II by Charles Dickens
	12/9
	626


*REMEMBER* 

-This assignment can take 4 hours or more to do!

-Makes sure you receive your graphic organizers from the teacher to help your success in this project. Also refer back to the Example PowerPoint in the class website under HELPFUL INFORMATION. (www.mrslodgeenglish.weebly.com)

-Make sure you pay attention to the date and subject your group is presenting in the discussion you will be leading.

-You only have three days to create a PowerPoint that includes all the elements mentioned on the first page.
-You will be given time in class to work on this assignment but most of it will have be done on your own time!

-The presentation shouldn’t be more than 15 minutes long.

-Discussion leaders still have to complete the Skill Selection Worksheets assigned by the day of the discussion.

-Discussion leaders are excused from answering questions and individual character sketches worksheets.
-Might want to split up responsibilities so time can be use efficiently and effectively. 

Example:

· have everyone have a job to gather a piece of the information needed, have a person or two be the one to check all information is correct, and have a person to put together the PowerPoint.

-Or-

· Each group member creates their own piece of the PowerPoint and on the day before the discussion someone puts it all together.

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF INDIVIDUALS IN THE GROUP ARE HURTING THE SUCCESS OF THIS PROJECT BY NOT WORKING AND/OR BY FOOLING AROUND. Those individuals will receive one warning. If it continues, they will receive a F for the assignment and the team will carry on without them.
