8th Grade Language Arts 
Quarter One:

1. Class routine and expectations-Week One
2. AR testing, practicing formats, AR testing and picking a book -Week Two

3. Introduction to Autobiographical Narrative
a. “Multiple Intelligences” evaluation 
i. Use of charts and information to synthesize “cause and effect” 
ii. dentities on mini star poster
b. Format

c. Read pg 88 with Narrative Packet
d. Read “Charles”

i. Identify elements of a narrative in the story.

ii. Write a narrative on “Early School Days:….”
4. Review of Context Clues and Word Meanings

a. Video http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=91484&title=Context_Clues
b. Pre-test

c. Manipulative exercise

d. Practice

e. Read “Flowers for Algernon”

i. Write journal entries as we read the story.

ii. T-chart vocabulary and clues in their meanings.

iii. Write a personal narrative about meeting challenges.

5. Grammar Review

a. Punctuations and Capitalization

i. Resources from “Flowers for Algernon”

b. 8 parts of speech
i. Pre-test

ii. Brain Pop

iii. Post-test

c. Sentence structures

i. PowerPoint and notes

ii. Prentice Hall Grammar textbook

6. Editing

a. Model revising a paper with highlighting and notes. Pointing out present and missing elements.
b. Practices
c. Peer revision with checklist

7. Fright Write and "Tell Tale-Heart"
a. Discuss details of Fright Write

b. Pre-writing exercises with creepy photos

c. View “The Raven” video

d. Bio of Edgar Allen Poe with scavenger hunt

e. Pre-test of “Tell Tale-Heart”

f. View vocabulary. Read story with prediction guide
g. Discussion of story and legal definition of insanity

h. Mock Trail

8. Quarter One Assessments: focus on writing, context clues, revision, grammar and reading comprehension

a. Essays (3)

b. AR test

c. Revision test

d. Context clues poster and test

e. Grammar test

8th Grade Language Arts 
Quarter Two:
1. Review Plot

a. Setting sketches
b. Mood and Spatial Order in setting
c. Write a passage about a place you are familiar with. 

d. Historical setting of “The Diary of Anne Frank”-Jigsaw poster
e. Read Act 1
i. Virtual Fieldtrip http://www.annefrank.org/en/Subsites/Home/  
ii. Write a personal narrative on “My Responsibility”
iii. Determining one’s truth
f. Read Act 2

i. Plot mapping
ii. Determining truth
g. Writing for Audience: The Revision Process in The Diary of Anne Frank - ReadWriteThink
i. Revising a diary
ii. Revise own work through peer revision
h. Watch film
2. How do we determine truth?-Response to Literature

a. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
i. Introduction notes

ii. Daily chapter reading, vocabulary, summary, and analytical discussion

b. “Raymond’s Run”
3. Grammar

a. Games 

b. Video and notes
4. Quarter Two Assessments: focus on writing, literary analysis, revision, grammar and reading comprehension

a. Essays (3)

b. AR test

c. Grammar test

8th Grade Language Arts 
Quarter Three:

1. Literary Devices

a. Ppt and notes

b. Review “Tell-Tale Heart”

i. Tone and irony

c. Pg 866 poems

d. Pg 436 “Blue Jay….”

2. Revision

a. Tips

b. Past papers revise

c. Exercises and practices

3. Identity

a. The Absolute Diary of  a Part-time Indian by Alexie Sherman

i. Pre-activity
ii. Read chapters with questions, reflection, and analytical discussion

iii. Post-activity related to identity

1. Paper, ppt, book cover of your autobiography, visual poem, or Identity poster http://www.tolerance.org/exchange/identity-posters
4. Quarter Three Assessments: focus on writing, literary analysis, revision, grammar and reading comprehension

a. Essays 
b. AR test
c. Benchmark Exams
d. Revision test
e. Novel project
8th Grade Language Arts 
Quarter Four:

1. CST Prep

2. Response to Literature: Critical Review
a. Format and pg 798

b. Reviews and editorials

c. Review past stories or novels

i. Use writing/ “The Critic”

3. Quarter Four Assessments: focus on writing, literary analysis, revision, grammar and reading comprehension

a. Essay
b. AR test
c. Benchmark Exams
d. CST pre- test
e. Animate project
